BARTLETI, RICHARD A., Great Surveys oj the American West (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1962 , Third printing, 1980 These two books outline the fascinating history of the exploration of the western United States by United States Army topographers and by civilian natural scientists from 1819 to 1879. These two groups, working either together under Army supervision or separately in military and civilian independent surveys, prepared topographic and geologic maps and natural history studies of most of the territory west of the Mississippi River. These maps and studies provided valuable information to settlers and to commercial and government groups involved in opening the west to development, and dispelled many myths concerning previously unexplored regions. They also helped lead to the establishment of Yellowstone and other western national parks and started discussions on water and other natural resource policies for the west that continue today.
Schubert's book describes the work of the United States Corps of Topographical Engineers from 1813 until 1863, when it was merged with the United States Army Corps of Engineers, and the establishment of topographical work within that corps as the Wheeler Survey from 1871 until its consolidation with competing civilian surveys 111 1879. The work of these topographers involved exploration, surveying, specimen collection, and map preparation of the western lands acquired by the United States through war, purchase, and settlement. The push behind this work came from both government and citizen need to know what these lands contained, how to get to them, and how to make a living on them.
The Topographical Corps, at one time or another, included in its ranks Stephen H. Long, John C. Fremont, and Gouverneur K. Warren. Schubert not only describes their contributions to the opening of the west but also includes those of perhaps less well known, but equally interesting, men such as Joseph Nicollet, James H. Simpson, and Howard Stansbury.
Stansbury'S observations and maps made while travelling through Nebraska to explore Utah were used by later travelers to Nebraska Warren studied Stansbury's maps and narrative while preparing for duty as a leader of the guides and interpreters attached to Colonel William S. Harney's expedition against the Brule While Schubert treats them briefly in his last chapter, Bartlett's work is the storv of these survevs and of the men who headed them. As both Bartlett a~d Schubert po·int out, all four made great contributions to understanding the natural history and geography of the west. They published large quantities of information, many maps, and collected literally tons of natural history specimens. Their work and collections are still used todav bv natural scientists, and the accounts of their explorations still fasci~ate readers.
These authors also, perhaps unwittingly, make two other interesting points. First, even in the 19th century individuals and businesses could not alone acomplish the necessary work performed by the topographers and surveys. Government cooperation with citizens and industry was important then as it is now to achieve goals they could not reach by themselves. Secondly, in 1879, just as in 1979 and later, government reorganization and consolidation of agencies with overlapping duties was a continuing process.
Both of these books are worth reading to get an overview of this part of western history before delving into some or all of its aspects more deeply. They supply good lists of references, and both are relatively free offactual errors and generally free of typographical errors. Schubert's reference to dinosaur bones at Agate Springs, Nebraska, (p. 126) and Bartlett's description of the badlands of South Dakota as deposits laid down in a great marsh (p. 6) are unfortunate. However, both books capture and hold one's attention.
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